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W SAMARITAN; 
„ FRIEND in NEED, 


i Charitable Inſtitution for the Relief of Indigent 
Perſons, who by Sickneſs, or other Afflictions, are 
confined to their Habitations; as alſo for their Spi- 
ritual Inſtruction and Comfort. 


Held at No. 48, SHOE- LANE, 
HOLBORN. 


With Piety begias all good on Earth. Poung. 
Whatſoever:ye would that. Men ſhould do to you, do 


ye even ſo to them Matth. vii. 12. 
Do good unto all Men m—_—_— they of the Houſe- 
bold of Faitb. Gal. vi. 10. 


It is more bleſſed to give than to receive. Matth. xxv. 36. 


* 


Bleſt is the Man whoſe Bowels move, 
And melt with Pity to the Poor; 1 
Whoſe Soul by Sympathiz ing love, f { 
Feels what his fellow Saints endure 2 | 
His heart contrives for their relief, | 
More good than his own hands can do; 
He in the Time of general grief, : 
Shall find the Lord has Bowels too, 


— — 


Whoſo hath this World's good and ſeeth his Brother 
have need and ſhutteth up his bowels of Compaſſion 
from him, how dwelleth x 4 love of God in him. 
| 1 Joln iii. 17. 
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LONDON: 


| Printed in the Year of our Lord, 
My DCC, Tx XXVII. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


2 apologize for, or ſay much to enforce 

the — ty of ſuch a Work, and, we truſt, 
labour of love, You be like the darkening of 
Council by adding Words without Wiſ 
The Importance — Utility of ſuch an Inſtitution, 
— for ſuch univerſal Benefit to the Souls 
and Bodies of Men, carries on the face of it 
conviction to the Breaſt of every Judicious and 
Benevolent Perſon. 

With this Charitable View and Chriſtian Phi- 
lanthrophy it was, that a few well-d Body and Per- 
ſons, commiſerating the deep diſtreſs o | 
Mind under which many = their fellow — 
tures laboured, and to ſome of which they had 
in Providence been SpeRtators, attempted to in- 
ſtitute this Charity by forming themſelves into a 
Society for that purpoſe in the Year 178g, under 
the name of Eriend] riendly Society, agreeing to 
ſet apart a portion of their Subſtance Weekly, 


as a Supply for their Bodily neceſſities, and io 


attend them with it once a Week in order to ad | 
miniſter ſuch Inſtruction, Admonition, or Com 
fort, as their various Caſes might require. It 
ſoon appeared (as might be ex ) that a 
Divine Bleſſing attended their endeavours, thro? 
which they have been gradually inc in 
Numbers, and are now 3 to Viſit from Fifteen 
2 to 


1 

to Twenty Sick Perſons every Week, allowing 
them from 1s. to 5s. as the Caſe may require. 
But in this great Metropolis where the Poor are 
crouded in ſuch Numbers amidit a great deal of 
filth and uncleannels, 'tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
their muſt be much Sickneſs and Diſeaſe, conſe- 
quently ſuch Socteties want multiplying or ex- 
tending; eſpecially when the extreme Ignorance 
of the lower Orders of People reſpecting their 
eternal Intereſts is conſidered, ſuch Perſons too 
generally neglecting the Public Worſhip of God 
and the reading of the Sacred Scriptures ; for in 
many Houſes where we have been; to our Grief 
there has been no Bible to be found when moſt 
wanted, neither any Friend to inſtruct or direct 
them in the way of Salvation in their Dying 
Hours; for altho' this is a Chriſtian, yea, a 3 | 
teſtant Country, yet 'tis a melancholy Truth, 
that Thouſands are living in Heathen Ignorance 
amidſt Goſpel light and knowledge, Jeliituns of 
the Truth, and without God in the World. 
There being ſimilar Charities eſtabliſhed in 
different Parts of the Metropolis under various 
Names, it was thought expedient for the ſake of 
Diſtinction to give this the Title of The Goop 
SAMARITAN, as deſcribed in Luke x. 29 to 37, 
which taken in its literal meaning we 40 
hope this and ſuch like Societies are Copies 
thereof, by ing the Scriptural Neighbour and 
ſhewing Kindneſs and Compallion to the Diſtreſ- 
ſed : — Like the good Samaritan it goes to the 
Afflicted and affords Inſtant Relief, while others 
like thoſe alluded to in the gi and 32 v. have in 
many Caſes (ſuch as Fevers and other Diſeaſes, 
ſuppoſed contagious) paſſed by on the other fide. 
But this like its great Exemplar takes Care of 
| t * him, 


„ | | 
him, and-labours chiefly to benefit his beſt Inte- 
reſts, endeavouring to Inſtrutt and Teach the 
Ignorant the way to obtain eternal Happineſs, as 
alſo to edify and comfort thoſe. who have be- 
lieved and taſted that the Lord is gracious, by 
reading to them ſuch Portions of God's Word 
as appears ſuited to their Caſe, and offering up 
Prayers to God with and for them. | 

One would think there could be no Objection 
to ſuch a Deſign as this, it being not liable to the 
abuſe many excellent Charities are, no Money 
being given 'till the Caſe is examined, the Perſog 
Viſited at their own Dwelling, and none but 
Members allowed to be Diſtributors, all of whom 
with the other Officers do their Work gratis, 
ſor the Benifit of their poor Afflicted fellow 
Creatures. An exact Account is kept of Perſons 
Relieved, and of all Receipts and Diſburſements, 
which Accounts are open to the Inſpection of 
every Member and Subſcriber. 

But ſhould it be objetted that by thus Viſiting 
the Sick indiſcriminately we take too much upon 
us, and infringe on the Duties of the Parochial 
Miniſter, who by his Profeſſion is bound to, 
and by his Education and Situation in Life ap- 
pears beſt able to do what we are fo ready to 
perform, let ſuch Objectors reflect how difficult 
it is, eſpecially in large "Pariſhes, for a Sick, 
Poor, and rr db. Perſan to obtain a Viſit 
from the Pariſh Miniſter. Indeed the-great ex- 
tent of many very populous Pariſhes in and about 
London renders this Part of the Miniſterial 
function extremely difficult, if not impracticable; 
and it is the Intention of this Society rather to 
Aſſiſt in this Part of their Important Work than 
to infringe on the Clerical Office, Again, let 
it 


—— — — 


* 

it be conſidered how very few of the Clergy 
have it in their Power (however deſirous they 
may be) to aſſiſt their fellow Creatures with a 
few Shillings for their Bodily Suſtenance at their 

ted Viſits, which this Society is enabled to 
do; and by the timely help of it, and others of 
the ſame nature, many Families have been ſaved 
from Temporal Ruin. Where the Father has 
perhaps been afflicted 8 or 10 Weeks, their little 
All would have been parted with, but through 
this Relief they are enabled to hold out till the 


Affliction is removed, their little Stock is ſaved, 


and by Induſtry and Care go on in Peace. 

That we ſhould ſupport the Poor and Afflicted 
is God's Will and Command, and it is the great 
means of ſhewing our Love for him; for as our 
Love-cannot be ſhewn by any outward means to 
God who is in Glory and dwelleth in Light, 
inacceſſible but through the Creatures, ſo he is 
pleaſed to own what is done to the Poor, Sick, 
and Afflicted, as done to himſelf, 

I was Sick and ye Viſited me. Matth. xxv. g6. . 

It is an external Mark of pure Religion thus 
to Viſit the Sick, it being contrary to the Carnal 
Mind to viſit the Habitations of Poverty and 
Diſeaſe, Mourning and Woe, amidſt Stenches 
and Dirt almoſt inconceivable. To ſee ſome of 
the wretched Abodes of the Poor in this City 
and its environs would melt the moſt obdurate 
Heart into Pity and Compaſſion. Some have 
no Bed but Sacking, others only Straw to reſt 
their Sick and weary Bodies on; all is Want 
and Miſery : Sometimes Four or Five crying for 
Bread; and in ſome Caſes the Father or Mother 
and One or Two Children all in the Fever to- 
gether in One {mall Room, no' clean Linen, or 

| Neighbour 


(vi) 
Neighbour to hel them: Such Scenes as theſe 


we are often in Providence called to be Specta- 


tors of. : 
Theſe Inſtitutions are likewiſe peculiar and 
exceed all other Charities, by uniting the Relief 
of Body and Soul together; this is their Glory 
and high Privilege to y the you Redeemer 
of Sinners, going about doing Good, efpeci 


| * 
for their eternal Benefit, If the Body deſerves 


attention how much more the Soul? For what 
is a Man profited if he ſhould gain the World 
and loſe his Soul, and what can a Man give in 
exchange for his his Soul? —\ | 
F we in all the Wealth of Worlds could roll, 
et One Immortal Soul is worth the Whole. 
And that the labours of this Society has been 
crowned with Succeſs, owned and bleſſed” of 
God, is manifeſt in ſeveral Inſtances, a few of 


which as Encouragements to go on in the Name 


of the Lord, and incitements to Praiſe and 
Thanſgiving is annexed at the End, 1 
Many of the diſſolute Poor are through the 


Advice and Exhortation of the Viſitors brought | 


under the means of Grace, and attend Divine 


Worſhip in different Places (ſome of whom 


there is reaſon to believe have | ht to 
the knowledge of the Truth as it is in 
and not the Sick only, but their Relatives and 
Friends who come to. ſee them, are ſometimes 


benefitted by the Spiritual Inſtructions of the 


Viſitors, When theſe Things are made- known 

to ſerious Chriſtians we truſt will eſteem it 

— to join in ſuch an Under- 
ng. i 


1̃1 is alſo hoped that upon an attentive Peruſal 
of the ſubſequent Articles and what is annexed 
| | 5 to 


brit), 


l 
to them, that many benevolent Perſons will be 
— ſed to unite with thoſe who already com- 

e this Society, in this neceſſary Part of pure 
— | undefiled Religion—the Viſiting the Father- 
leſs, the Widows and Wer under their AD 
tions. p 


| Subſcriptions will be received at the following 
Places. 


Mr. Compigne, Corner of Bartlett's-Buildings, 
Holborn. 

Mr. Bateman's No. 21, Devonſhire-Street, Red- 
Lyon-Square, 

Mr. Ramſden's, Brook-Street, Holborn. 

Mr. Smith's, No. 41, Red-Lyon-Street, ditto. 

Mr. Robinſon” s, oppoſite the White-Hart, Bat- 

| ri 

Mr. Greig, Treaſurer, No. 13, St. George s-Place, 
Surrey-Road. 

Mr. Savage, Secretary, No. 19, Princes-Street; 

'. Spitalfields. 


And at the Society's Room every Monday 


Evening. 
State of the Society from Od ober 25 1786, to 
Dro 7; October 8, 1787. 


©* ha Caſh received as Sub- 7 82 
| ons — . 
Cr. 


Caſh expended in relievin . 
. By . 451 Sick Perſons | : 50 65 14 6 
af EF Paid for Printing, &c. $0006 . Q 1 18 6 


Caſh in hand . 24 10 


280 XC 62 


PLAN 


ſhell meet the propo 


OF THE 


0 rh D SAMA RITAN, 


_— 


_ — 


-purs Societ bling founded on Principles 
of Philanthropy, $ admits Perſons of all 
denominations as Sub 2 ribers to the Inſtitution; 
who may vote on any occaſion of Ballot; but 
acting Members who viſit the Sick and engage 
in Prayer muſt, for the ſake of good ore ry x 
ſubmit to the Rowing _—_ vil 13777 10 


That every Perſon —— of W an 
ARing Member of this Society, be recommended 
hn — Subſcriber, who ſhall hgve known 
their Life and Converſation, for at leaſt Six Moniths 

th. Thurſday Evening following farh Re: 

at vening fo 
commendation, the — for the W 
ſed Member at balf pa 
Seven o'Clock, and enquire into his or her Faith 
and Chriſtian Experience, and ſhall alſo make 

a Report the next 3 Evening, when ſuch 
Perſon ſhall be ht "BY or el. bh 


B Us That 


( 10 ) 
| II, 
That every Perſon at their entrance do pay 
three Pence for this Book, and ſhall agree 
to contribute not leſs than one Shilling per 
Quarter, or one Penny and upwards per Week, 
towards a Fund for the relief of the Sick ; the 
ſaid Money to be depoſited in the hands of one 
of the Committee appointed by the Society as 
Treaſurer . 


III. 
That every Member of and Subſcriber to this 
Society, ſhall have their Names and places of 
Abode entered in a Book kept for Pur- 


pole, 
IV. 


That Twelve acting Members be choſen.on 
the firſt Monday in the Year to act as a managing 
Committee to conduct the affairs of the Society 
to the good Order of the ſame. | 


V. 
That Three of the ſaid Committee act Weekly, 


One of them as Moderator at each Meeting, and 
that they alſo act as Stewards with the reſt. 


' VI. 

That as many Members as Circumſtances may 
require (previouſly appointed by the Committee) 
do act as Stewards or mg for one Month ; 
that enquire icularly into the Spiritual 
2 — viſit — with 
them in Meekneſs, Affliction, and Godly fear, 
about thoſe things which make for their preſent 
and everlaſting Salvation, reading a Portion of 
Scripture, and commending them to God in 

Prayer, e FT | | 
— . — 


22220 


(1) 
X VII. | 
That the Vifitors do every Monday Evening 
ive an account to the Society of the State of the 
— viſited both in Body and Soul; and if 
unable to attend, to ſend their Account in Wri- 
ting, or appoint a 7" in their room, 
That the Viſitants do endeavor to take a bro- 
ther Member with them who has never acted in 
that Capacity. 8 e 
IX. | 1X2 
That any Member or Subſcriber (not more 
than Six Months in Arrears) having Objects of 
diſtreſs to preſent for Relief, ſhall give Notice 
thereof by the. Printed Requeſt before nine 
o'Clock on Monday Evening to the Moderator, 
ſtating to him the manner in which they became 
acquainted with the Caſe, and if it appears that. 
the Perſon has been ſought after ſhall not be re- 


That no Petition be accepted for lying-in 
Women, (except they have lain-in one Month) 
nor for any Perſon in a Workhouſe, or Hol- 


ital, | 
f XI. 


That as in ſome Caſes it may not be proper 
for the Stewards to viſit, the Committee be at 
liberty to appoint two female Members to viſit in 
their ſtead. | x 0 
5 


That no Money be given but on meeting 
Nights, except in a Caſe of great Diſtreſs, when 
the Stewards may give a ſum not exceeding two 
Shillings, which will be repaid them the next 
Monday Evening, 


B 2 That 


(6) 
XIII. 
That Donations diſtributed by this Society, 

be applied only for the uſe of thoſe diſtreſſed 

Objects of all denominations, who are fo con- 

fined by Sickneſs as to be unable to attend the 

means of Grace, and all Perſons preſenting Ob- 
jeQs are requeſted to be careful they ar are ſuch as 
e deſcribed, _ 


50 


That no Member or Subſcriber ſhall receive 
any temporal Relief from the Fund of this So- 


ciety on any pretence — 79:20 61 : 
That every Meeting of this be opened 
with Praiſe and Prayer > by fuch M preſent 


whoſe Name ſtand; firſt on the Prayer Liſt, (in 
the uſual Rotation) and concluded by the Mode- 
. in the ſame Manner. 

XVI. 

That one of che Committee be appointed to 
keep — > here give an re, to 14 
ciety of what is received and pai ſo 
what remains in the Treaſurer's 8! nh the 
Nights of Collection. 

XVII. 

That 11 times - meeting be as follows, vis, 

= — half Th Seven to 3 


Ei 
Clock, Thurdy — — 


She o Clock. Day! pile 
ight o 
XVIII. 
eee — os knowi 

thing in another, contra (in Priciples or Prac- 
tice) to the profeſſion ny (i Pricipes or Proc: 
admiſſion, ſhall in love reprove them alone ; 
5 * the matter on 


6 ) 
be communitated to two other: Members for * 
like purpoſe, and if that has not the deſired: 
eta way or ſhe ſhall then be preſented-to.a- 
— Meeting after which if they continue 

eee amt" eee | 


That thers be an annual Meeting of the. Mem- 
bers and Subſeribers, that the Accounts of: the. 
Socie be reported, withits neral Utili in 
the laſt Vear, and that a. Collection — —4 
the Goneluſion er _ lit of the Fund. , 

That no diſputations of any kind whatever be 
permitted: except it be-difleretice of Opinion, 
that may ariſe-reſpetting Matters of che Society, 
and'that ſuch be N e by 
Ballot. me 

xxl. 


That the necuffany; Expences of this Society, 
ſuch as Rent of Room, Fire, &c. be not da- 
frayed from the: Fund, but by ſmall. quarterly 
eee oß ſuch Perſons as think fit. | 


—_ 


„ * "Tn a _ 


A Short Atcount f the Viſitation of the Sr 
to three Sick. Perfons- 


W STRICKLAND; Shoemaker, li da at 
Shoe-maker Row, . Black Friars, havi 
and three Children in great Diſtreſs; . 15 
viſited on the 12th of March, 1785, Being 
alflicted with a Conſumption. Aller a little 
Lab, ate his Mind as diſcovered to be ve 
. grant of God and ſpiritual thin; 
8 4 of if he knew what the Lord 'Jefus 


1 — into the World for, he anſwered, I 


do not, for I am a very ignorant Creature, and 
| Cannot 


1 
cannot read; he then was aſked if he had any 
deſire to know, on which he replied he had— _ 
the Viſitor then endeavoured faithfully to tell 
him what he was by Nature through original 
and actual Tranſgreſſion, and the guilty Pow. =s - 
ned State he was in on that account; he owned 
he was a great Sinner, having neglected the Or- 
dinances of God and means of Grace, and lived 
in a continued habit of fwearing, drinking, and 
Sabbath breaking ; appeared ſorry for it, wiſh- 
ing to know if there was 4x Mercy for him. 
The way of God's ſhewing Mercy to Sinners 
through the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus 
vas told him, alſo the neceſſity of the new Birth, 
« ye muſt be born again,” 3 John, ver. g. the 
nature of which was explained to him, but he 
made no anſwer thereto. On the Viſitor's tak- 
ing leave of him and exhorting him to think on 
what had been ſaid, he requeſted he would 
come again, which he did a few days after and 
took a friend with him; they found him as ig- 
norant as?before, though pleading guilty, the 
Converſation much the ſame reſpecting the ne- 
ceſſity of the New Birth, without which we 
cannot fee, much leſs enter into, the kingdom of 
Heaven; this they proved from the Scriptures to 
be the Experience of the Saints in every Age, 
then told him he appeared in a dying State, and 
encouraged him by the willingneſs of ' Chriſt to 
receive and ſave poor ſinners that caſt them- 
ſelves upon him, 

The Week after the ſame Viſitors called again 
and found him better in his bodily Health, but 
quite unconcerned about the State of his Soul ; 
on aſking him what he now thought of Chriſt, 
he careleſsly replied, I think there is no * * 

in 


) 
in thinking of his name; on which he was told, 
that he muſt as a loſt Sinner know Chriſt to be 
his Saviour; for if he died in that careleſs ſtate, 
without having an Intereſt in the Blood and 


Ri 8 of Jeſus he would ſurely go to 
He 


I; at which he appeared alarmed. 

The Viſitor went again a few days after, and 
on entering the Room the poor Man ſaid as loud 
as he could, Come in, come in, the Scales are 
now off my Eyes, O my Jeſus, my Jeſus, I ſhall 
no ſoon get to Heaven; bleſs the Tongue that 
told you of my Sickneſs, bleſſed be the Lord for 
ſending you to me; and was going on in this 
manner, but his Breath failed, and he continued 
a little while in a praying Poſture; after which 
he was aſked how the Lord had revealed him- 
ſelf to him; he anſwered, the Day after you 

was here laſt the Sins of my whole Life were I 
think brought to my Remembrance, and a 


red ſo black and henious to me the whole 


as I cannot deſcribe, eſpecially Drunken- 
nab and Sabbath-breaking; I was very uneaſy 
for ſome Time ; till what you told me about the 
Mercy of — was brought to my Mind; that 
made my fears remove, and for two Days 1 
have felt ſuch Joy and Comfort that I hope I am 


born again—to which effect he had. told his 


Wife the Day before. He was aſked if he could 
A wholly on the Merits of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus for Salvation. Anſwered, bleſs his Holy 
Name I know my Sins are pardoned through 
his precious Blood, and that he will receive me. 
Aſked if he knew the Expreſſion of the Scales 


being off his eyes was in the Scripture ; he ſaid 


he did not, and kept on blefling and praiſing 
— * - p TS. 
He 


* 
* 
— — —— —— — - — — _ 


(16. )) 


He was viſited again: a: few: Days after andi 
found equally happy as hen leſ! ed hat he 
thought of the bleſſed Jeſus now; replied; bleſſed 
be his Hoh Name unworthy as Lam I ſhall get 
to: Heaven through his -ptetious «Bloods-The! 
Viſitor then aſced he Lord reſtore you 
tb:Health again, do you thinlo you could forſake 
—— Ways and+fol low the Lordiin the 

ayswinch he has appointed He anſwered, Man 
is not is on keeper; but if that ſhiould be the 
Caſe (though he did not think it: would) he- 


the Lord would keep and enable him to do 
his Will was viſited four or: five times more, 


and ly found in the ſame happy Frame of 
Mi joicing! in the Cod of his Salvation. 
The Nrghr before he idied, he ſaid; Lam weak in 
Body, but bleſled be the:kordamy: Faich is ſtrong 


in him. The Night on which he died; being he 


16th of April, he was ſo weak that he could 
ſcarce / ſpualæ; as well he could he deſired me to 
= the: Lorch woutd haſten his coming 
whiely I did and as ſoon as Prayer was ended he 
eachearty Amen: he then putting out his 
and bid me farewell, ſaying there is no Deceit 
imme now, and in about five: Minutes he depart- 


Mr. uren CromoGdme,» wtpoolt- 
Lane,.Gray'sEne<Lant ; afftited — — 
and apparent Declinochaving a Wife; as firſt Vi- 


dual in eefpaiſes and Sins; 
jad ined out to him th loſt condition of Man 
y Nature, all having ſinned and 9—— 

| ec 


— - 


ed this Hife with a hops. full of Glory and Im- 


r . EEE 
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(9 ) 
the glory of God, and were as Tranſgreſſor of 
his holy Law guilty before him, and could do no- 
ing to help themlelves out of this miſerable 


condition; but the ſame Scri Truth which 
declared this, alſo ſet forth Chriſt as an able and 
willing Saviour, that could ſave poor miſerable 
Sinners even to tlie uttermoſt; he was very at- 
tentive and teachable—-being able to read was 
requeſted to ſearch the Scriptures which were 
to make him wiſe to Salvation through 

Faith in Chriſt Jeſus the ſame Perſon viſited 
kim the Week following and perceived: him un- 
der convictions Sin, humbled under a 
ſenſe of his unworthineſs, and crying out © Cod 
be merciful to me a Sinnen but did not un- 
derſtand how Mercy could be diſpenſed to him; 
this was explained to him, through what Chriſt 
had done as the Surety of his ſinful People, on 
which Account there was Merey with the Lord 
for the chief of Sinners, and with him pletitious 
——_—_— That God fo de — yh 
gide lis begotton Son (for the ex urpo 
ef ding 8 Sinners) that a believed ks. 
iould not periſh but have eternal Life, This was 
God's Declaration, and he was faithful to make 
good all he had fpoken. For Got: was not a Man 
—.— ſhould lie, or the of Men has. 
re pent - He was exhorted to to the 
Lord to enable him to believe mis te bs ſaving 
of his Soul, as alſo to continue reading the 
Word of God, by which the Lord conveyed or 
. wrought in us Faith to receive and enjoy the 
ble ſſings ſet forth therein. On the Viſitors going 
the third Time, be faid, n 
Lord has broke in rr e l, — 


( 18 ) 
that I can now call him my Jeſus and Saviour 
and ſeemed to rejoice with Joy unſpeakable un- 
der a ſenſe of Chriſt's amazing love to his Soul, 
'in being made a Curſe, to Redeem him from the 
curſe of the Law, which he ſaw was juſtly due 
to him, Appearing much recovered from his 
Affliction, he was aſked ſhould he again be ena- 
bled to follow his worldly Employ would he 
go on as formerly in his finful Practices; ſaid 
% No, God forbid, Jeſus is able to keep me from 
it, and I would not part with him for ten thou- 
ſand Worlds.” He was after this viſited once 
and ſometimes twice a Week for near two 
Months by different Vifitors, who allagree there 
was good Evidence of his being called out of 
Nature's darkneſs into the marvellous Light of 
the Goſpel; and that he continued growing in 
Grace, and in the knowlege of — Chriſt as 
his Lord and Saviour. He died about the 7th of 
April, rejoicing in hope of the Glory that is to 

be reveal | | 
Mr. Grose of Eagle-Street, Red-Lyon- 
Square, afflicted with a Dropſy and Decline, 
increaſing faſt — — him, though able to walk a 
little —only himſelf and Wife; was firſt viſited 
in the Month of September, 1786; after a little 
"Converſation the Viſitor found his Soul dark, 
and ignorant of divine Things, entirely in a carnal 
unregenerate State : and when queſtioned as to 
His Hope of future Happineſs, it was grounded 
wholly on Self Righteouſneſs—ſuch as, he was 
ſober, quiet, peaceable and harmleſs, had injured 
no one, envied none, had no Anger or Malice 
towards any, but forgave every one from his 
Heart, therefore was eafy and happy in his Mind, 
and therefore thought he had nothing to dread or 


fear 
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fear, On which the Viſitor ſaid, I perceive you 
have a high. Opinion of your own Righteouſneſs; 
ray what do you think of the Lord Chriſt and 
s Righteouſneſs, to which he appeared an 


entire ſtranger—The Viſitor then endeavoured 


to undeceive his mind with reſpect to the falſe 
foundation on which he appeared to be build- 
ing—declaring from God's word -t here is none 
that doeth good, no not one, —appealing to his con- 
ſcience, whether he had not owned he had done 
the things he ought not to do, and left undone the. 
things he ought to have done, and. that if he examin- 
ed his general Conduct he would certainly fee 
it came far ſhort of what the Law required ; but. 
to theſe things he was entirely inſenſible for full 
three Weeks — On the fourth Week two Viſitors 
went together, he ſeemed more wrapped up in 
his filthy Rags, Iſa. 64, 6. and falſe Confidence, 
ſuppoſing his good Actions was more than a ba- 
lance for his bad ones; one of the Viſitors ſee- 
ing the Sand on which he was building his Hopes 
of future Peace and Happineſs, truſts he was 


moved by the eternal Spirit to apply the Artil- 


lery of Truth in ſuch a manner againſt that Ar- 


mour of Satan wherein he truſted, i. e. Self 


Righteouſneſs, as to- bring it -to the Ground in 
ruins—+ſt, By explaining the nature of Original 


Sin what it had involved every Child of Adam 
in; alſo actual Sin, it being the Tranſgreſſion of 


the Law; applying it to him in particular as guilt 
in every — a not only broke on — 
all of God's Commandments in thought word or 
deed - there fore was juſtly ex poſed to the Curſe 
of the Law. He then begun with the Ten 
Commandments, and explained their ſpirituality 
as extending to the Thoughts and Intereſts = 
| 0 
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the Heart; he ſeemed to think it impoſſible he 
could' have broke them all, Murder; 
The Viſitor then aſked him if he not ſought 
to be revengedon thoſe who had done him harm, 
Kc. this in the Scripture was deemed Murder, 
and if he ſhould be enlightned, he would then 
ſee it was his Sins had cruciſied the Lord of 
Life and Glory; this appeared to be applied with 
wer to his Conſcience, and Conviction laid 
Id of him; the Viſitor was enabled m "_ 
to cry earneſtly for the Holy n 8 
eyes of his mind, to give him Light to and 
Life to feel divine Things to convince him of 
Sin, Righteouſneſs and Judgement ; he/left him 
in Tears; the Perſon who had viſited him from 
the firſt was impreſſed in his Mind that this 
apparent Change was the Work of God, and was 
ledto determine on ſeeing him once a Week or 
eftner while he lived (which he did) about five 
on 7 7 — —.— the — 3 | 
ir, I ho has anſwe ers 
and opened my E Eyes; had 1 bes cut ef delore | 
had known A Things, ſhould have been 
— ever; I ſee 5 was in a bad Way till 
the Commandments were explained, but now: 
feel I am a Sinner indeed; t Law: had laid 
hold of him—Sin revived and he died; he was 
Pa Cr his former — dead to the Law 
all hope of being juſtified by Works, and 
therefore ſeemed to deſire the knowledge of 
— — ; * ſuch free · grace Salvation was read 
pres to him, and the Promiſes applied, 


Tho appeared 0 lay hold on with th hand 
of Far Faith ede conforted thereby. He 
hived about two 


onths longer ; 0 
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the knowledge of Chriſt--reoicing in him as 
his Saviour—and- growing up into him in all 
things. Was much employed in reading and 
meditating on the Word of God, his Faith ap- 
pearing te increaſe faſt ; and when the Viſiters 
were in Prayer, his whele Saul ſeemed engaged 
therein, About three Week before his Deat 
he faid to that Viſitor who moſt frequently 
attended him, O Sir I was dead to God previous 
to knowing you, and but for his grace muſt 
have periſhed in Ignoranee; bleſſed be the Lord 
for {ſending you to fuch an unworthy Creature 
O what goodneſs dated his Converſion from the 
time of —— 0 123 = = 
now very clear in his Judgment re t 
clſentials of Salvation, and ſaid, now Laie en 
will I praiſe the Lord, and for ever and ever. 
During the laſt fix Weeks he was viſited by 
different Perſons; and when queſtioned what he 
thought of Chriſt and what he knew of him, 
he gave very ſcriptural and ſatisfactory Anſwers, 
ſuch as, That he was the great God and Saviour, 
who by his propitiatory Sacrifice had taken 
away all his Sins, that he was dear and precious 
to his Soul, diſclaiming all ideas of hope in 
himſelf their united Teſtimony is, that he was 
a brand plucked from the everlaſting burning, 
at the eleventh Hour regenerated and. born 
again by the Spirit of Grace that is in Chriſt 
Jeſus, and made meet to be a Partaker of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light, 

The latter part of his Illneſs was very grievous, 
but born with much Patience—he checked any 
one who offered to ſpeak of his Afflictions as 
being great, and ſaid God was good in it, and it 

P Was 
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was far leſs than he deſerved ; the Lord keep 
me from murmering the little while I have to 
ſtay was his Prayer on ſuch Occaſions, 
The Sabbath before he died when the Viſitor 
was parting with him, and laying, The Lord be 


with you, he 1 he is, 5 
the following Words which he often uſed, Jeſus 
thou haſt heavily afflicted thy unworthy finful 
Servant, have Mercy on me, and let thy Will be 
done in me and with me. Being wore to a Ske- 
leton by a ſeven months Illneſs, he departed 
this mortal Life, the 17th of December, 1786, 
in ſure and certain Hope of a joyful Reſurrection; 
for the laſt Words he ſpoke was, the Lord Jeſus 
is receiving me to Glory. 
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Ni. B. Any Donation of Bibles or Teſtaments 
will be thankfully received. | | 
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